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Bachelor of Arts in English (General) External Degree

Introduction

The External (General) Degree Program in English conducted by the Department of
English and Linguistics under the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences consists of
three core subjects, namely English Literature, English Language, and English Language
Teaching Methodology. The programme is introduced with the intention of making a
substantial contribution to national development by empowering the teachers of English
with the necessary pedagogical knowledge and skills, by increasing the employability of
the Sri Lankan graduates, and by making the students sufficiently qualified in English to

take up challenges in an educational/professional setting.

The Graduate Profile

The program aims at producing a graduate,

1) Who is able to apply pedagogic knowledge and training to teach English language and

English literature competently.

2) Who is capable of making a substantial contribution to the theory and practice of ELT

in terms of research, innovation, and critique.
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3) Who possesses the ability to critically and independently respond to any work of

literature and to disseminate literary knowledge.

4) Who can examine language from structural, historical, social, and psychological
perspectives and use such knowledge in drawing insights about language and apply
such knowledge in relevant contexts.

5) Who is sufficiently motivated to engage in life-long learning

. Target Students

1. Teachers of English in government schools, pirivenas and private schools.
2. Those who hope to pursue a career in teaching.
3. Those who hope to study English Literature and Language in a local or foreign

university.

. Objectives

The main objectives in introducing this degree program are as follows:

1. To provide an educational qualification for those who are currently engaged in
teaching English at different levels.
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2. To improve the academic and professional standards of those who are currently
engaged in the field of teaching.

3. To fill the gap that exists between the supply and the demand for high quality
graduates in Sri Lanka in line with the government policy on higher education.

3. Entry Qualifications

Entry Requirement:
Selection Test conducted by the Department of English and Linguistics

Duration of selection test:
2 hours

Intake:
Between 500-600 students.

Eligibility to apply for selection test:
» Those who have obtained a minimum of three ‘S’ passes for any three subjects of the G.C.E.

Advanced Level Examination administered by the Department of Examinations of Sri Lanka, in
or after 2000
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OR

> Those who have obtained a minimum of four ‘S’ passes for any four subjects of the  G.C.E.
Advanced Level Examination administered by the Department of Examinations of Sri Lanka,
before 2000

OR

> Those who have obtained the Certificate of Teacher Training or Diploma in Teaching from a
National College of Education (of the National Institute of Education, Ministry of Education, Sri
Lanka), with a minimum of 4 Credit passes for the following subjects: Linguistics and
Introduction to Phonology, English Language, English Language Teaching Methodology and
English Literature

OR

» Those who have obtained a minimum of three passes for any three subjects of the General
Certificate of Education Advanced Level Certificate (G.C.E. Advanced Level) of the UK
Examination Boards (commonly known as London Advanced Level Examinations:
Cambridge/Edexcel)

OR

Those who have obtained a Higher Diploma in English equivalent to the SLQF Level 4 of the Sri
Lanka Qualifications Framework of the University Grants Commission, Sri Lanka, on the
recommendation from the Department of English and Linguistics, followed by the Senate
approval of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura.
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Selection Test Conducted by the Department of English & Linguistics

>

It is mandatory for all prospective applicants to pass the Selection Test conducted by the
Department of English and Linguistics of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura except for those
who have obtained a minimum of an ‘S’ pass for English (subject number 73 ) from the G. C. E.
Advanced Level Examination administered by the Department of Examinations of Sri Lanka.
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4. The Programme

This is a three-year undergraduate programme that consists of year-based courses with
annual (year-end) examinations and continuous assessments'. This programme includes a
credit system which correlates with the number of hours the students engage in active
learning. The degrees are awarded after the successful completion of the entire three-year

programme subject to all the laws and by-laws of the University.

1 To be decided by the Department of English and Linguistics
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The Programme Structure:

The Department offers three main subjects/study fields. These three main subjects carry a
total value of 90 credits with an equal distribution within the three academic years (30
credits per year x 3 years). Each main subject consists of two course units (two papers). In
addition, one compulsory course (non-credit) will be also offered by the Department in the
first year, and this will be Classical Literature. This will consist of one paper and carries
two credits, but will not spread over three years. Three other compulsory courses are
offered by the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences: (1) Introduction to Information
Technology, (2) Sri Lankan Society and, (3) Leadership and Personality Development.
Each course carries two credits. Introduction to Information Technology is offered in the
first year and the other two courses are offered in the second year. The students who are
selected for the Bachelor of Arts in English degree programme should enroll for all the
above courses.

If a student from any other external degree programme wishes to take some course units
from the courses offered for the external degree programme in English, provision is made
for such students to select English language courses coming under the course code ELAN.
However, they too should get through the selection test conducted by the

Department. A separate selection test will be held for such students.
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5. Volume of Learning
» The volume of learning at each level is described in terms of credits.

> In the SLQF? credit system, the student workload of a study program is defined as 1500

notional learning hours per academic year.

» The notional learning hours include direct contact hours with teachers and trainers, time
spent in self-learning, preparation for assignments, carrying out assignments and
assessments. The need to undertake any or all of these will be considered when a credit is
being allocated to a course unit or a module, when the syllabus is designed. It is
understood that the combination of learning activities may vary from one course unit or

module to another.

» The minimum number of credits per course unit or module is 1. The number of credits per

course unit or module should be indicated by whole numbers.

» One credit is considered equivalent to 50 notional learning hours for a taught course,
laboratory studies course or field studies/clinical work. (In case of industrial training,
including time allocated for assessments and in case of research, including time allocated
for literature survey, one credit is considered equivalent to a minimum of 100 notional
hours).

2 Sri Lanka Qualifications Frame work 2015
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6. Course Structure

Actual
Main Subject Course Code Course Title Offering Credit | Notional | Teaching
Dept. Value | Hours Hours
Introduction to
ELIT 1001: | English Literature Dept. of 05 250 40
(Year 1) English
English
Literature Augustan & Dept. of
ELIT 1002: Romantic Literature English 05 250 40
Critical Reading &
ELAN 1001: | Writing Dept. of 05 | 250 40
English
English
Language Understanding
.| English G Dept. of 250 40
ELAN 1002: nglish Grammar . 05
English
Introduction to ELT
ELTM 1001: Dept. of 05 250 40
. English
English
Language Approaches &
Teaching Methods in Second Dept. of
Methodology | ELTM 1002: | Language Teaching English 05 250 40
. Introduction to
C}asswal CLIT 1005 Classical Literature Dept: of 02 100 08
Literature English
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Introduction to Dent. of
Compulsory SOSE 1006 Information So fie‘ll 02 100 08
Subject Technology Statistics
Total 34 1700 256
Victorian Literature Dept. of
(Year 2) ELIT:2001 English 05 250 40
Enelish Literature from the Dept. of
nglis . .
Litirature ELIT:2002 Medieval Fo the English 05 250 40
Metaphysical
English for Dept. of
Employment English
ELAN:2001 05 250 40
English
Language Linguistics 1: Dept. of
Phonetics/phonology, | English 05 250 40
ELAN:2002 morphology, and
syntax
Teaching Language Dept. of
English ELTM:2001 Skills English 05 250 40
Language
Teaching Pedagogical Dept. of
Methodology ELTM:2002 | applications English 05 250 40
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Sri Lankan Society Faculty of
Compulsory | ¢oE 106 Humanities | 100 08
Subject and SS
Leadership and Faculty of
Compulsory Personality Humanities 100 08
Subject SOFT 2107 Development and SS 02
Total 34 1700 256
Modern and Dept. of
ELIT 3001 Postmodern Fiction English 05 250 40
(Year 3)
English
L?ti rlastu e Postcolonial & Sri Dept. of
ELIT 3002 Lankan Literature English 05 250 40
Linguistics 2: Dept. of
A : Sociolinguistics, English 250 40
English ELAN 300 Psycholinguistics, 05
Language Historical linguistics
Discourse Analysis Dept. of
ELAN 3002 English 05 250 40
English Testing & Assessment | Dept. of
Language ELTM 3001 English 05 250 40
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Teaching ELT Materials Used Dept. of
Methodology in Sri Lankan Schools | English

ELTM 3002 05 250 40
Total 30 1500 240
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