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1 | Code of the Course Unit GENG 1005

2 | Title of the Course Unit English in Use | Compulsory

3 | Number of Credits 03

4 | Year First Year

5 | Introduction
A student who has completed an undergraduate degree at the Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura will have acquired an advanced level of
education; subject specific knowledge, life skills and general aptitude and intellect -- that equip
him/her for employment, social responsibility, personal development and for lifetime
continuous learning.
Pre-requisites NONE
Course Objectives
This course intends to help the first-year external undergraduates to acquire basic skills in
the English language to enable them to understand and use the target language expressions
related to the areas of most immediate environment.

8 | Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of this course unit, students will be able to

¢ listen and understand commonly used phrases and expressions in everyday
communication.

e describe their daily routine, people and places, ask simple questions to obtain essential
information and express their opinions on a familiar topic with adequate accuracy and
fluency.

e read and comprehend texts that they encounter commonly containing high frequency
vocabulary related to personal everyday communication.

o write simple descriptions on people and places with adequate accuracy and complexity.

e apply the acquired language skills in relation to personal and immediate day today
environment.

9 | Contents
Main Themes Sub Themes

1. Welcome to University
and External Degree
Program

Speaking — self introduction

Listening - listen to someone talking about the
Faculty (FHSS) (Online)

Reading — read and understand a short text on
the Faculty

Writing — Writing a short passage about the
university

Vocabulary — words related to university

Grammar Focus — there is / there are,
prepositions of place




2. Describing People

Listening — listen to someone talking about a
person (Online)

Speaking — talk about you and your friend’s
family

Reading — read different descriptions of people
Writing — write about a family member
Vocabulary — words describing people

Grammar Focus — has / have, possessive and
attributive adjectives, be verbs

3. Visiting Places

Listening — listen to a talk by someone describing a
place (Online)

Reading — read instructions given on places
Speaking — ask for information and give information
Writing — writing a letter describing a place (e.g.
Sigiriya)

Vocabulary — Vocabulary on places

Grammar Focus — subject and object pronouns,
demonstrative determiners, why questions

4. How I spend my day

Listening — listen to the daily routine of a lecturer
(Online)

Speaking — speak about one’s daily routine
Reading — read the daily routine of a lecturer
Writing — write about one’s daily routine
Vocabulary — words related to daily routine

Grammar Focus — present simple tense, adverbs of
frequency, prepositions of time

5. What is happening around us

Listening — listen to a dialogue on two students
talking about what they are doing these days (Online)

Speaking — talk about what | am doing these days.

Reading — read about a current occasion and
understand the happenings/what people are doing
there.

Writing - write about a current happening
Vocabulary — -ING- form and spelling

Grammar Focus - Present continuous tense

6. My plans

Listening — listen to someone talking about his future
plans (Online)

Reading — read and understand a text on future plans




Speaking — talk about future plans
Writing — write about future plans

Vocabulary — adverbs of time (today, yesterday/
later)

Grammar Focus — will, going to form

7. My achievements

Listening — listen to a professor talking about his
achievements (Online)

Reading — read a story about a famous person
Speaking — talk about achievements in life
Writing — write about achievements in life
Vocabulary — adverbs of time

Grammar Focus — present perfect tense, frequency
adverbs: never, ever, yet, already

8. What happened?

Listening — listen to a news item (Online)
Reading — read the news item on a newspaper
Speaking — talk about an incident that happened
Writing — write about the same incident

Vocabulary — sequence markers (Later/ after/
suddenly)

Grammar Focus — regular and irregular forms of
making past tense, simple past

9. What do you think?

Listening — listen to a conversation between two
friends giving opinions (Online)

Reading — Read a short essay and understand
how ideas and opinions are expressed

Speaking —express opinions on a given situation

Writing — write a short article to a newspaper
expressing opinions

Vocabulary — phrases to give opinions

Grammar Focus —adverbs of degree
(extremely/ absolutely/ completely)

10. How to do things

Listening — Listen to a lecture on how to achieve

things in life (Online)

Reading — Read a short essay on how people do
things

Speaking — Talk about how you do things in your life
Writing — Write about how you worked hard to

achieve something in your life.




Vocabulary — adverbs; well/ hard/ accidently/
quickly

Grammar Focus — adverbs of manner

10

Delivery Methods

No of hours: 45hrs
o Lectures (interactive sessions)
No. of hours: 150
e Self-learning
o Preparation for examination
¢ Carrying out practice activities
¢ Presentations

11

Assessment and evaluation

Summative Assessment: 100 marks

Three-hour final paper that tests basic grammar covered on the
course and high frequency vocabulary, basic reading skills

(read and understand the general meaning of commonly

encountered texts) and basic writing skills

12

Recommended Readings

1.Nagasundaram, P. (2018). Grammar for Communication. Colombo: Olanco Press.

2.Hashemi, L. and Murphy, R. (2012). English Grammar in Use. UK: Cambridge University

Press.

3.Carter, R. & McCarthy, M. (2002). Cambridge Grammar of English.UK: Cambridge

University Press.




Code of the Course Unit GEIT 1001
Title of the Course Unit Introduction to Information &
Communication Technology Compulsory
Number of Credits 03
Year First year

Introduction

The course covers the fundamentals of computers such as types of computers, software, and
hardware as well as the Internet, Cloud storage and computer security. We will also discuss
about the health issues that arise due to improper use of computers and the best practices

that must be followed when using computers in the day-to-day life.

Pre-requisites NONE

Course Objectives
o Critically evaluate the information gathered regarding computers and relate them to
appropriate situations.
e Recognize professional, ethical, legal, security and social issues and responsibilities.
e Identify current techniques, skills, and tools necessary for computing practice in
order to solve specific problems and to improve interpersonal and managerial skills.

Learning Outcomes
e Discuss about computers, internet, and related services.
e Explain varieties of computers, computer hardware and computer software.
e Identify advanced uses of the internet.
e Describe computer security and computing health.
e Apply security methods and computing health best practices.

Contents
Main Themes Sub Themes
1. Computer Laboratory Best | a) What is a computer
Practices b) How to handle computers properly

c) How to behave in a computer lab

2. Working with LMS -

3. Computers in general a) Computer history
b) Computer types and components
c) Best practices

4. Introduction to computer a) Detailed introduction of computer hardware
hardware b) How each component work together

c) Details to focus when planning to buy a
computer




5. Introduction to internet

a)
b)
c)
d)

Introduction to the Internet
Connectivity management

Web Browsers and Search Engines
Components of Web Sites

6. Computer security

a)
b)

c)

Introduction in computer security
Secure your data in your computer
Identify scams and protect yourself

7. Emails

a)
b)

Basics of Email Usage
Email Providers and Best Practices

8. Cloud Storage and Cloud
Based software

a)

b)

Introduction to Google Drive, One Drive,
Dropbox

Properly manage cloud services in efficiently
manage day to day tasks.

9. Computers and health

a)
b)

Health issues associated with improper usage
How to overcome these issues

10

Mode of Delivery

Interactive Lectures/Discussions

Multimedia and Interactive Activities

Self-practice Activities

Task-based learning

11

Assessment and evaluation

Continuous Assessment and Final Exam

Continuous Assessment: 20 Marks

Final Exam: 80 Marks

12

Recommended Readings

1. Davis, C. H., & Shaw, D. (2011). Introduction to Information Science and Technology.

American Society for Information Science and Technology.

2. Rajaraman, V. (2018). Introduction to information technology (3rd ed.).

3. Shaikh, I. R. (2013). Introduction to Educational Technology & ICT. McGraw Hill
Education (India) Private Limited.
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English Books

1.

2.
3.

Nanayakkara Gunapala, 1988, Culture and Management in Sri Lanka, IPM,
Colombo.

De Silva K. M., 1981, A History of Sri Lanka, Vijithayapa Publishers, Colombo.
S. Lakshman Perera, 2005, The Institutions of Ancient Ceylon from Inscriptions:
from 831 — 1061 AD Economic and Religious Institutions, International Center
for Ethnic Studies, Kandy.

10




. AD, De Barros,1993, The History of Ceylon: from the earliest times to 1600
Joao Docouto, Navarang, New Delhi.

. Disanayake J.B., 1998, Understanding the Sinhalese, Godage & Brothers,
Colombo.

. Ariyapala, M.B., 1950, Society in Mediaeval Ceylon, Dept. of Cultural Affairs,
Colombo.

. Wickramasinghe Nira, 2006, Sri Lanka in the Modern Age, Vijithayapa
Publishers, Colombo.

. Perera, S., 1971, Art of the Ancient Sinhalese, Lake House Investment,

Colombo.
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1 | Code of the Course Unit ELAN 1001
2 | Title of the Course Unit Critical Reading & Writing
3 | Number of Credits 04
4 | Year First Year
5 | Introduction
This course will familiarize the learner with different reading skills, writing skills and tasks
that are useful for day-to-day activities as well as for academic purposes, and hence
includes a selection of reading and writing tasks covering a range of such skills. The
candidates are expected to show mastery of each reading writing task with awareness of the
sub skills of reading such as skimming, scanning, analyzing, synthesizing, inferring etc. as
well as accurate use of grammar structures, lexical choices, discourse strategies, and
stylistic devices.
6 | Pre-requisites Selection Test
7 | Objectives of the course
e To develop the reading competence of the learner
e To develop the writing competence of the learner
e Develop intellectual capacity and creative potential that will be reflected in a variety of
reading and writing tasks and skills
8 | Learning Outcomes

On completion of this course, students will have the ability

e To display a high level of competence in using the English language in a variety of

reading and writing activities.

e To read and understand a text as a whole, to identify figurative use of language,

stylistic devices, cohesive devices, genres, tone, mood, atmosphere, authorial purpose,

and other special characteristics of a text.

e To display the ability to use the English language to argue, explain, describe, and

narrate with a proper selection of lexical and functional categories and other figurative

devices

e To display communication skills in English which enable competent expression in

written communication with a high degree of accuracy and coherence?

e To display the ability to select, organize, synthesize, and order relevant information.




9 | Contents
Main Themes Sub Themes
Reading Reading
Reading, understanding, and critically 1. Understanding the grammatical
responding to following text types relations of a sentence
1. Reviews of books, films, plays 2. Understanding the figurative
2. Extracts from novels, short language in a text, use of diction
stories 3. Inferring implicitly stated
3. Newspaper articles on various information
topics 4. Understanding the organization
4. Expository, descriptive, of a text
narrative, argumentative texts 5. Distinguishing main ideas from
5. Poems supporting details
6. Editorials 6. Interpreting writer’s tone, style,
purpose, atmosphere created in
the text etc.
7. Distinguishing facts from opinion
Writing Writing

1. Describing persons and places 1. Use of different approaches to

2. Reporting events writing (Product approach and

3. Formal and Informal letters Process approach)

4. Articles to 2. Developing meta cognitive skills
magazines/newspapers such as brain storming,

5. Letters of analyzing, reviewing, editing
recommendations/Character 3. Understanding different genres of
certificates writing

6. Reports based on facts and 4. Developing Creative writing
figures

7. Film/book/play reviews

8. Essays

10

Mode of delivery

Seminars, workshops, lectures, online

instructions and course manuals

11

Evaluation and Assessment

End of Course:

Examination 100 marks
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12

Recommended Reading

1. Stanovich, Keith E. (2000). Progress in Understanding Reading. New York: Guilford
Press.

2. Allen, J. (2000). Yellow Brick Roads: Shared and Guided Paths to Independent
Reading 4-12. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Press

3. Burke, Jim. (2000). Reading Reminders: Tools, Tips and Techniques. Portsmouth,
NH: Heinemann.

4. Tovani, Cris. (2000). | Read It, But I Don’t Get It. Comprehension Strategies for
Adolescent Readers. Portland, ME: Stenhouse

5. Barrass R. (1995). Students Must Write: a guide to better writing in coursework and
exams. London: Routledge

6. Clanchy J. (1992). How to Write Essays: a practical guide for students. Ballard B.
Melbourne: Longman Cheshire

7. Cottrell S. (1999). The Study Skills Handbook. Basingstoke: Macmillan

33




Code of the Course Unit ELAN 1002

Title of the Course Unit Understanding English Grammar

Number of Credits 04

Year First Year

GOl B W N -

Introduction
This course will provide the basis for achieving mastery in grammatical competence in

English that will be applied in the language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

Pre-requisites Selection Test

Obijectives of the course
e To examine the structure of English language in terms of word classes, clause
elements, grammatical relations, mood/modality, aspect, and voice.
e To develop the grammatical competence of the learners with respect to the above,
and enable them to use the English Language accurately in all contexts of

communication in English.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of this course, students will be able to

e Understand, analyze and explain the grammatical relationships in and between
words, phrases, clauses and sentences of different types.
e Apply the right grammar in all types and contexts of communication in English.

e Assess the grammaticality of sentence constructions in English.

Content

Main Themes Sub Themes

1. Grammatical Units: words, e Words: a first definition

hrases, clauses and sentences. . .
P e Phrases: a first definition
e Clauses: a first definition

e Clause elements

e Subject, predicate, object, complement,

adverbial
e Sentences: a first definition

e Word order and sentence patterns in
English

34




2. Words in English

Word classes in English

Open class words, closed class words
Nouns

Characteristics, classification of nouns
Verbs

Verb forms, classification of lexical verbs,

auxiliary verbs- primary and modal
Tenses

The gerund and the infinitive
Adjectives

Characteristics, syntactic functions,
syntactic sub-classification, semantic sub-
classification, position of adjectives in a

noun phrase
Adverbs

Different types of adverbs, characteristics,
syntactic functions, position of adverbs in

a sentence

Pronouns

Characteristics, classification of pronouns
Proforms

Different types of proforms

Conjunctions

Coordinating, correlative, classification of

conjunctions according to meaning
Determiners

Classification- specific determiners,
general determiners, pre-determiners,
central determiners, post determiners,
articles

35




e Prepositions

e Meaning of prepositions, dependant

prepositions.

e Interjections

3. Phrases in English

Structure and syntactic functions of noun
phrase, verb phrase, prepositional phrase,
adjective phrase, adverb phrase

4. Clauses in English

Finite clause, non-finite clause, subordinate
clauses (adverbial clause, noun clause,

relative clause), comparative clause.

5. Sentences in English

e Simple sentences

e Complex sentences

e Compound sentences
e Declaratives

e Imperatives

e Interogatives

e Question tags

e Exclamatory sentences

e Clefts

6. The passive voice

Passive form, passive only, acceptability of
passive sentences, use of agents in passive,
dropping the agent in passive, meaning
differences between active and passive
sentences, uses of the passive, sentence
patterns that can be changed into passive,

passive form of verbs

7. Reported speech

Statements, imperative, questions

10

Mode of delivery

Seminars, workshops, lectures, online instructions and

course manuals,

11

Evaluation and Assessment

End of Course:

Examination 100 marks
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Recommended Reading

1. Nagasundaram, P. (2012). Essential Grammar: A reference book for teachers of
English. Boralesgamuwa: CRC Press.

2. Weerasooriya, T. (2021). Understanding English Grammar. Colombo: Thusitha
Publishers.

3. Huddleston, R. & Pullum, K. (1992). A Student’s Introduction to English
Grammar. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

4. Greenbaum, S. & Nelson, G. (2002). An Introduction to English Grammar.

London: Pearson Education.
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