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3.Rules and Regulations of Examinations

These rules and regulations provide the criteria and conditions relating to the Degree. Any
interpretations of the regulations shall be submitted to the Senate and the decision of the Senate
shall be the final.

3.1 Credits

The unit of measure for academic purposes is the credit. One creditis normally equivalent to fifteen
(15) study hours. On that basis, the number of credits given for a particular course is indicated in
Table 3.1.

Table 3.1: Relationship between the Study Hours and Credit Hours

Number of | Number of Study
Credits Hours
1 15
2 30
3 45
4 60
5 75

3.2 Student course load

The total of the credits for an academic year shall not exceed 30. The total number of credits for an entire
Degree Programme is 90.



3.3 Grading scale

Student performance is graded on a 12-point scale, which ranges from A+ (Exceptional) to E (Fail). The
grading scale is shown in Table 3.2. The letter 'MC'is given for medical withdrawals.

Table 3.2: Grading Scale

Grade Points Per
Range of Marks Letter Grade Credit Hour
85 —100 A+ 4.00
70— 84 A 4.00
65—-69 A- 3.70
60 — 64 B+ 3.30
55-59 B 3.00
50-54 B- 2.70
45—-49 C+ 2.30
40—-44 C 2.00
35-39 C- 1.70
30-34 D+ 1.30
25-29 D 1.00
00-24 E 0.00

3.4 Guidelines for the calculation of Grade Point Average

The Grade Point Average (GPA) is a numerical representation of a student's overall academic
achievement. The GPA is the quotient obtained by dividing the total number of grade points
earned by the total number of credit hours of which a student receives a 'letter' grade. Decimals
beyond two places are truncated, not rounded, in computing the GPA.




The formula for GPA calculation is given below.

N
Z(Credits)i X (Grade points Per Hour),
GP4 =&

N
z (Credits),
i=1

Whete, i = course number, and N = the total number of courses considered.

The maximum possible GPA is 4.00 while the minimum is 0. Table 3.3 illustrates the calculation of
the GPA of ahypothetical studentat the end of the first semester of the Degree Programme

Table 3.3: [llustration of GPA Calculation

Letter Grade Number of Grade Point Values
Sl Grade Credits | Points per ERE=
Code Credit Hours X Grade Points Per
Earned Hour
Hour
BME 1501 At 5 4.00 20.00
BME 1502 A - 5 3.70 18.50
BME 1503 B+ 5 3.30 16.50
BME 1504 C+ 5 2.30 11.50
BME 1505 D 5 1.00 05.00
BME 1506 A 5 4.00 20.00
Total 30 91.50
GPA = Total number of Grade Point Values Earned =91.5 =3.05*
Total number of Credit Hours 30
* Decimals beyond two places are truncated, not rounded, in computing the GPA.




3.5 Evaluation

For each course a final examination will be held at the end of the academic year. The duration of the
examination can vary depending on the requirements of each course. Generally, they are of three-hour
duration.

3.6 Maximum period allowed for completing the Degree

The maximum time period allowed to complete the Degree Programme is seven (07) consecutive
academic years from the year of registration. Extensions should not be granted under any circumstances
after this period. If any candidate was unable to complete the Degree Programme within this period he
or she shall re-sit for the selection test and if succeeds shall reregister for the Programme as a new
candidate where the examination results earned during the previous attempts shall be considered null
and void.

3.7Number of attempts per course

A candidate shall be given any number of attempts within the time period stipulated in Section 3.6
above to complete a course.

3.8 Passing or failing a credit course

A candidate shall be deemed to have passed in a credit course if he/she obtains an overall average
of 40% or above for that course.

3.9 Passing or failing a non-credit course

A candidate shall be deemed to have passed in a non-credit course if he/she obtains the grade
'Pass' for that course.



3.10 Repeating a credit course

3.10.1 A student who obtains a grade of 'D' or 'E' shall repeat that course by registering in that
course during a subsequent academic year to complete the degree.

3.10.2 A student who obtains a grade of 'C-' or 'D+' may repeat that course by registering in that
course in a subsequent academic year.

3.10.3 A candidate who repeats course/s of an examination shall not be eligible to obtain more
than 40% (minimum mark given for a'C' grade) for each of the course/s, irrespective of the
actual marks obtained. The maximum grade given for a repeat course is 'C'.

3.10.4 If the student obtains a lower grade at a repeat attempt than a grade received in earlier
attempts, the better grade shall be retained.

3.10.5 A student who fails to sit for the examination in relevant academic year without a valid
reason will be considered as arepeat student.

3.11 Repeating a non-credit course

A student who failed a non-credit course shall repeat that course by registering for that during a
subsequent academic year.

3.12 Passing an examination

A candidate shall be deemed to have passed any of the examinations, if he/she has earned a minimum

GPA of not less than 2.00 for the academic year, and has no more than one poor grade ('C-'or 'D+') for the
academic year and has no fail grades ('D' or 'E') and pass the non-credit course. The total number of poor
grades should not exceed three for the entire Degree Programme.



3.13 The examination results

The GPA will be notified to the candidates with the grade earned for each course as indicated in the Grading
Scale given in Table 3.3. The Examination Results Sheet will be issued to each candidate after the release of
results of each academic year.

3.14 Withdrawal for medical reasons

A student may withdraw from a course at the examination of the Degree Programme on valid medical
grounds with documentary proof. In that event, the student will receive a symbol of “MC”. The student s
required to follow the University guidelines in requesting a medical withdrawal and the student has to sit
for that course/s in the subsequent yeat.

3.15 To bereferredin examinations

A candidate who has failed to fulfil the requirements given in Section 3.12 above shall be referred in
that examination. A referred candidate shall sit for failed credit course/s (all 'D' and 'E' grades) and

non-credit course/s ('Fail') and pass those courses subjected to relevant restrictions given in Sections
3.10and 3.11 above.

3.16 Completion of the Degree: requirements for graduation

In order to obtain the Degree, a student should have:
— Completed 90 credits, and
— Earned a minimum GPA of notless than 2.00 for each academic year, and
— A minimum overall GPA of 2.00 for the entire Degree Programme, and
— No fail grades ('D' or 'E'), and
— No more than one poor grade ('C'- or 'D+") per academic year, and

— The total number of poor grades should not exceed 03 for the entire Degree
Programme, and



—  Earned'Pass' grade for the non-credit course, and

- Fulfilled all the requirements given above, within a maximum of seven (07) academic
years from the academic year of the original enrolmentin the University.

4. Award of Classes
4.1 First Class Standing

A student shall meet all the following requirements in order to be awarded a Degree with First Class
Standing:

= The student shall have earned an overall GPA in the 3.7 - 4.00 range in the entire Degree
Programme.

= The student shall have earned grades of '"A+' or 'A"in at least half the courses in the Degree
Programme.

= The student shall have earned no grades below 'C".
= The student shall have earned 'Pass' grade for the non-credit course.

= The student shall have fulfilled these requirements within three (03) academic years from the first
academic year of registration except for approved valid reasons.

4.2 Second Class (Upper Division) Standing

A student shall meet all the following requirements in order to be awarded a Degree with Second Class
(Upper Division) Standing:

= The student shall have earned an overall GPA of 3.30 or above in the entire Degree Programme.

= The student shall have earned grades of 'A-' or better in at least half the courses in the Degree
Programme.

= The student shall have earned no more than two poor grades ('C'- or 'D +') for entire Degree
Programme.

= The student shall have earned 'Pass' grade for the non-credit course.

= The student shall have fulfilled these requirements within three (03) academic years from the first
academic year of registration except for approved valid reasons.



4.3 Second Class (Lower Division) Standing

A student shall meet all the following requirements in order to be awarded a Degree with a Second Class
(Lower Division) Standing:

= The student shall have earned an overall GPA of 3.00 or above in the entire Degree Programme.

= The student shall have earned grades of 'B+' or better in at least half the courses in the Degree
Programme.

= The student shall have earned no more than two poor grades ('C-' or 'D+') for entire Degree
Programme.

= The student shall have earned 'Pass' grade for the non-credit course.

= The student shall have fulfilled these requirements within three (03) academic years from the
firstacademic year of registration except for approved valid reasons.

05. Effective Date of the Degree

The effective date of the Degree shall be the last date of the stipulated examination period in which
the Year Il examination concludes.

06. Academic Support Services

The Department in collaboration with the Faculty and the External Degrees and Extension
Courses of the University will conduct a series of seminars and academic guidance will be
provided for the Degree Programme.



Bachelor of Commerce (General) External
Degree Programme

1. INTRODUCTION

Department of Commerce was established in 1972 at the very outset
of the Faculty of Management Studies and Commerce. It offered the
prestigious B.Com (special) degree in English medium. The department
commenced an external degree program in Commerce for externally
registered students and offered a four year B.Com (special) external degree
program in 1975. Later in 1996, B.Com (special) external degree program
was replaced by a three year general external degree programme in
Commerce including fifteen (15) subjects.

With the emerging requirements of the society particularly in higher education
sector, the department identified that the programme needed to shape and align
with the emerging realities in wider society. The department revised existing
degree pragramme in 2012 and the revised curriculum consists of eighteen (18)
compulsory courses and one (01) non-credit course. The department provides a
highly reputed and successful B.Com (General) external degree program in Sinhala
and English mediums.
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